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Pal, CXLVIL. ' Ver. 12, 132 


Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem : Praiſe thy 
God, O Sion. For he hath ſtrengthened 


the Bars of thy Gates: He hath Blefed 


thy Children within thee. 


us Words of the Plalwiſt are ſup- 


pos'd by Interpreters to refer to the Time 
of Nehemiah ; when the Children of I/ 
rael were returned from their long Ca 

tivity into their own Land: When the 


Temple of the Lord was rebuilt, and the Walls of Feru- 
ſalem repair'd ; And when the People, thePrieſts, and the 


Levites, and all they that had ſeparated themſelves from 
the Filthineſs of the Heathen unto the Law of God, they, 
their Vives, their Sons and their Daughters, had entred 
into a Curſe, and an Oath, and made a Covenant, to ob- 
ſerve and do all the Commandments of the Lord their 


Sad, and his Fudgments, and his Statutes: 55 


Great and wonderful were the Bleſſings which gave 


Occaſion to the Author of this Pſalm to call upon all 


his Brethren to join with him in praiſing and magnify- 

ing the Lord: But that which ſeems moſt to have 
raiſed his Devotion, was the Reformation of Religion 
which was begun among them, the ſolemn Ingagement 


by which they had obliged themſelves to ſerve the 


Lord; not only the Men and the Women, but their Sons 


and their Daughters, and all that could hear the Law, 


which was read to them, with Underſtanding. 


This ir was that gave Strength and Security both to 
Feruſalem and Sion, both ro the Nation and Church of 
the Jews. And all their outward Peace and Proſperity, 
their preſent and their future Happineſs did in a great 
Meaſure depend on God's thus Bleſſing their Children 
within them; when they were all inſtructed in the 
Law of God; and had not only bound themſelves ro 


Obſerve it, but had taken the moſt effectual Care they 
could, to ingage their Poſterity alſo to tread in their 
Steps, chat the Generation to come ſpould know the Com- 
mandments of God, and el even the Children 
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which ſroild be 3 who ould ari ſe and declare them 
to their Children. | n 
And thus, in like manner, we cf ci Kingdom, who 
have lately-recerved many great and .fignal Mercies 
from the Hands of God, are more eſpecially obliged 
ro praiſe him for r inſpiring us with ſuch Zeal and Con- 
cein for his Service, as now appears in the Methods 
chat are taken to educate poor Chiidren; and for the 
wonderful Succeſs which. he hath given to this glori- 
ous Work. 
Our Feruſzlem is rebuitr, and the Building is more 
ſtately and magnificent than before; and tho the found 
of War is heard from far, yet dorh ſhe not ſmart un- 
der the worſt effects of it at home: Peace is within 
her Halt, and Priſperity within her Palaces: But that 
which ſtrengtheng the Bars ef her Gates, that whereby 
15 is exalted and made 4 defenced City, is his Ble/. 
fing of God up'n her Children within her. 
r Churches alfo a e Rebuilt, and the Great Tem- 
ol is almoſt finiſhed ; and no proper Ornaments are 
wanting to 0eautifie the Houſe rf the Lord: But that 
which makes the Glo) of theſe latter Churches greater 
than the Glory of the former, is, that they are fi led, 
ar theſe charitable Solemnities, with thoſe that wo-ſoip 
. God. in the Beauty of H. elineſs. | 
Sad hath bleſs'd us with frequertVictories over our 
Enemies Abroad; we are wade ſtronger at Home by 
the Union of Two Natiors lotg divided in their In- 
tereſts; and we have a near Proſpect of in joy ing all 
rhe Temporal Proſyerity that Peace can give us. But 
unleſs we return unto the Lord tur God, as mahe a 
Fure Covenant with him, to obſerve and is all Bo Com- 
mandments, his Statutes and his Judgments, we may be 
never the better for all theſe glorious! things which 
God hath done for us. Victory and Succels may ferve 
only ro nouriſh ovr Pride ; Peace and Plenty may ad- 
miniſter Occaficns to Sloth ard Luxury; when we are 
ſafe from foreign Enemies, we may be diſpoſed to diſ- 
charge cur Fury vpcn one another; and ben Tre uble 
and Affliction are remov'd far frem us, we may pive 
way more eaſily to all manner of Vice and Filthineſs : 
This, I ſay, may probably be our Caſe, except Religion 
come in to ſanctiſie all theſe out ward Bleſſings to Us, 
| 1050 to direct us to a rope: Uſe of them, 5 ink 1 
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Proper and effectual for that Purpoſe. 


n - EY T5 ob 
Ie is Righteouſneſs alone that can firs 4's and exalt 4 
Nation. The only ſure Way of rendring a People 
truly happy, is ro make them truly Religious. And 


the moſt likely Method that can be taken to raiſe a 


new Spirit of Piety where it was decaying, is by an 
early and careful Inſtruction of our Children in tie 


Fear of God, and in the Ways of Virtue and Holineſs. 


Great Reaſon therefore have we to praiſe God, that 

He hath put it into the Hearts of ſome of his faithful 
Servants, to ſer on foot ſuch a charitabie Deſign as this 
before us, of Educating the Children of the Poor: The 


very Beginning of which gives us a juſt Title to the 


Favour of God, and which, in the Progreſs of it, is 
like to produce more happy Conſequerces both to ou 


FJeruſalem and our Sion, than all the Temporal Blefs 


fings we enjoy, or expect. 222-2 
Now, in order to raiſe in you a due Then'fulneſs 


ro Almighry God ʒ to do Juſtice to thoſe who have had 


the chief Hand in forming and promoting this good 
Defign ; and to ſtir vp other Perſons to conttibute 


the Work, which hath been ſo proſpe rouſly begun ; it 
will be very proper, at this time, to take as full aView 


as we can of the Charity, by conſidering, * 


Fit, The Nature; And, 27 7, 
' Secondly, The Tyfluence and Extent of it. 232 
1, As to the Nature of this Charity: It is purely Re 


ligious ; the whole Aim cf it being to give thoſe Pers 


ſons, to whem it is extended, a juſt Account of the Be- 
ing and Providence of God, and of the End and Duty of 


Man; and to ftrengthen and confirm them in the Be- 
lief, and Love, and Practice of what they are taught. 
And the Methods that are here taken, are the moſt 
© That the Soul ſhyuld be without Knowledge, we are 
ſure, is not good, And what Knowledgecan be ſo uſeful 
to us as that of Virtue and Happineſs > What better 
Beginning can there be of Wiſdom, than the Fear of the 
Lord d And when can this Wiſdom find a' more eaſie 


Entrance into the Soul, than in the days of our Touth ? 


This is certainly the beſt Seaſon for all manner of 


-Leatning and Inſtruction, and the moſt proper Seed- 


time of Religion. Whatever grows up firſt. in dur 
rob e 43 Minds 


/ 


— 


Fe. 
Minds will, with due Care and Culture, be likely co 
take the deepeſt Root, and produce the largeſt Encreaſe. 


But Religion muſt have the Advantage oi being plant- 


ed firſt, or elſe the Soil may be indiſpoſed to receive 


it 3 The Ground may prove ftony, or full of Thorns, and 


the Seed that then Falls upon it may wither away and be 

choaked, without bringing forth Fruit, 5 
There are in all of us ſome natural Inclinatiors to 

Good as well as to Evil; and if theſe are improved, 


and confirmed into Habirs before the other have Do- 


minion over us, they will become the commanding 
Principles of our Minds, and keep under the Power of 
Sin in our mortal Bodies. ' . 

In the preſent State of our Corruption, the Fleſh and 
the Spirit are always warring one againſt the other: Bur 
the Conteſt between them is never ſo unequally ma- 
naged as in the Vears of Infancy and Veuth, when rhe 
Impreſſions of Senſe are ſtrongeſt, and the Powers of 


the Mind leaſt able to reſiſt them. This is then the 


molt proper time to inlighten and fortifie the Under- 
ſtanding, and to curb and reſtrain all our ſenſual Ap- 
petites and Deſires; which being well broken and 
tamed at the firſt, will afterwards ſubmir themſelves, 
withour much Struggle, to rhe Guidance of Reaſon. 

This is the moſt helpleſs State of our Sauls as well 


as of our Bodies. And now therefore it is, that we have 


moſt need of the Care and Aſſiſtance of others, to ſhew 
us the way of Life; to nouiiſh us up in the Words of 
ſound Doctrine and Wiſdom ; to bend and faſhion our 
Minds to Virtue ; and to keep them ſtraight and ftea. 
dy, till we come to the full Stature of our Underſtand. 


ings, and are able ro guide and conduct our ſelves. 


How many Perſons, well diſpoſed by Nature, have 
been ingaged in vicious Courſes before rhey had learn- 


ed rodiſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, between In- 


4 


luch as lament the Misfortuns of a Vicious Education, 
2377 5 7 | E | . 


clination and Reaſon > How many poor ignorant Souls 
have went along with the Multitude in the broad Way 

to Deſtruction, only becauſe they were deſtitute of a 
Guide, by whoſe charirable Direction they might eaſi- 

ly have been pur into che narrom but leſs trodden Yay 

that leads to Life Eternal? | bs 5 


. How many other Inftances lo we meet with, of 


when 


— — 
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when it is too late to retrieve it? Such as are ſenũble 
of their Bondage to Sin and Satan, when they have 


neither Strengch nor Reſolution enough ro ſet them - 
ſelves free ? . . 
And how wretched is the Condition of-choſe, wha 
being reſolved to break through all the Difficulties in- 
to which a milgnided and 11]-ipeat Youth hath plung- 
ed them, are forc'd to imploy the latter part of their 
Lives in unlearning and undoing whatever they have 
learnt and done in the former? Who are at more Pains 
o correct one vicious Habit, than was requiſite at firſt 
to confirm them in all manner of Virtue? and who 
have no other Way left of being ſaved bur by Fire; 
by all the Hardſhip and Pain that the continual Re- 
morſe of their Conſciences and rhe Importunity of 
their Apperites can give them 2 


What a happy State then muſt they be in, who) 


when they come to take upon them the Government 
of themſelves, have the Pleaſure ro find their Under- 
ſtandings repleniſh'd with proper Knowledge, their 
Paſſions tractable and obedient to Reaſon, and rhe 
whole State of their Souls regular and orderly 2 What 
an Eaſe and Comfort muſt it be to them to perceive, 
that all things have been ſo well managed and con- 
ducted for them, during their Minority, chat they have 
nothing more to do bur to go on in the Path which lies 
plain before them, without either turning to the right 
Hand or to the leſt. 55 THO 

This is the moſt natural and moſt likely Effect of a 
Religious Education: And this is the chief Aim and 


Deſign of this charitable Inſtitution, to infuſe the true 


Principles of Religion and Virtue into the Minds of 
thoſe Children, who, for want af ſuch: a particular 
Care, would, in all probability, have been bred up 
in groſs Ignorance, and abandon'd ro all the vicious 
Conſequences of it. 


But Knowledge alone, tho never ſo well and care? 


fully inftilled, is not ſufficient ro preſerve us in our 


"Youth, from all the Temprarions that then beſet us; 
for whatever Diligence be uſed in ſawing the good Seed, 
the Enemy, who is always at hand, will be equally buſie 

in ſcattering the Tares among it; as well knowing of 

What Importance ir is to him to haye his Share in the 
firſt Fruits of the Increaſe; 44 The 
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The beft Way then rd render our Knowledge fruit; 
"ful in good Works is, to guard and fence it in from thoſe 8 
three main Springs of Corruption and Vice, Want, I. 
dleneſs, and Iul- Examples. And that is particu arly 4 
Provided for in the Way of Education we are now 
J os Se og De NE hs 
Were poor Children never ſo well inſtructed in the 
F 3 of the Goſpel, yer the meanneſs of their 
- Condition will neceſſitate them to be careful about fo 
many other things, that they will have but little Lei- 
-fure and leſs bn to mind the one thing needful 3 
tho they underftand their Duty ro God and their | 
« Netghbour, yet when they have not Food convenient 
. For them; when their Appetites are craving, and the | 
Demands of Nature peremprory, they will be remp- . - 
red to ſteal, and take the Name of God in vain : When 
«Poverty comes upon them like an armed Man, it mult be 
*no ordinary Degree of Virtue that can enable. them 
0 Held faſt t heir Integrity, and nor part with their In- 
-Yocence for a Morſel of Bread. ; 
Here therefore, not only the Ignorant are inſtruct- 1 
| "ed, but the Poor are alſo relieved: And not only re- = 
:Veved for the preſent, ſo that they are at Liberty to at- | 
rend to the Words of Inſtruction without Carefulneſs af d 
| Diſtractien; but put alſo into a Condition of ſuppcre-" 
1 ing themſelves esd ; by being taught and exer- 
5 eiled in all ſorts of honeſt Labour. By which Means 
„ they are preſerved from the greateſt Danger incident 
Aid humane Nature that of Ialeneſ. 5 
What was inflicted upon Man fot the Puniſhment 
A of bis firſt Tranſgreffion; [that in the Sweat of his Face 
He ſhould eat Bread] is now become the moſt likely 
TK Means of preſerving us from all other Sin. For our: 
Souls are as active and inquiſitive as ever, and muſt be 
always imploy'd one way or other; and therefore, if 
we do nat conſtantly find ſome proper Buſineſs for 
them, The Thoughts and Imaginations of our Hearts will 


| be only Evil continnalhy. 29; BEE 
T᷑ went bythe Field of the Slot hful (ſaith the Wiſeman) y 

* and lo it was all grown over with Thorns, and Nettles had -þ 

© eeeddered the Face thererf, and the Stone Mall thereof was 1 
=  - Broken down. And juſt ſuch ſhall we ſind the Condition of 
Z "Abs Soul, oxcr-renwith Vice and Errer, and lying open 
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| - Aandexpoſed on all Sides to Temptation. But Tnduftry © .* ;* 1 

|  _ fixes the Mind, and keeps it clear and free from all | =. 

| . — looſe Thoughts and wandring Deſires; and guards us 14 

every way againſt the Attacks of our ſpiritual Enemy. 1 

= It is by Labour that we are furniſhed with all tie | * 84 

: | Meceſſaries ar Advantages of this Life: And Idoubt | WW 
1 ror but if we conſider the Matter right, ir will be / 


'Found, chat our being ingaged in ſome Buſineſs and 
Imploy ment eonduces as much to our Eternal as to 
our Temporal Welfare. For this I take to be the true Rege 
ſon why it is ſo hard for a rich Man to enter into the a 
Kingdom sf God; becaule, being exe mi ted from al the COTE, 
Ioil and Care of Life, he is apt to enter too far into the I 
Plealuies of ir, and to /i to his Soul, Soul, take thine 
. Eaſe, and ej oy the good things before thee; whereas our © 74 
| Portion here is Labour and Exerciſe, not Injoyment. ä 
The Buſineſs of our Salvation is a great Work ; Eq 
which cannot be effected without Diligence, and Zeal, : 85 
and earneſt Contention; but he who is unacquainted _ | 
with Labcur, He that bath not been accuſtomed to a- 
ny her Travel under the Sun, will ſcarce take the Pains 
that is required towards working out his Salvation, and i 
making his Calling and Election ſure, © 50 e 
Next to Idlenefs, nothing hath ſo pernicious an In- — 
fluence ud on us as LV Examples. Sin, as well as KnoW . 5 q 
'Aedge, s moſt of it owing to Tradition; for as no Body 1 
would know much of bimſe f, were there not crhers TO . 
| before him more learned to inſtruct him; fo. neither MY 
Would any Man, that had only the Bent of his oo n | 
Mature to guide him, find out much Evil, had he nor 
the Examples of ſome that were more wicked than 
himſelf ro-pervert his Goings; and to lead him into the 
Paths of Sm: Bur ſo curious are we to know, and fo 
quick to apprehend, and ſo ready to follow that which 
is Evil, that a few Inſtructors in Wickedneſs are ſuf- 
ficient to corrupt all thoſe who are not well eſtabliſn'd 
in contrary Notions and Methods of Practice. ot 
Great therefore is the Benefit of ſuch an Education 
| as this, where Chi'dren are not only bred up for ſeveral 
1 Years under the Eye and Direction of diſcreet Perſons, 
KF . who are always ſhewing them what is good, and are nes 
ver ſeen to depart from their own Leſſ ms ; but where, 
pPy learning the ſame Rules, and practiſing he Gee 
i . | FULLER 
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Duties all together, their Minds are more eaſily bent 
the ſame Way; and they are, by a mutual Emulation, 
excited, not only to imitate, but to excel one another. 
And when every one of them harh ſo much innocent 
Company to converſe with in their Schools, the looſe 
Examples they meet with, out of them, will not be 

ſo apt either to pleaſe or infect them. | 
Such is the Nature and Conftirurion of this Charity: 

Ler us now conſider the Influence and Extent of it. 
When we ſurvey the Numbers of Children thus E- 
ducared z when we ſec the Charity continually grow- 
ing and ſpreading it ſelf, not only by a conſtant Suc- 
ceſſion of freſh Supplies to the Fountains already open- 
cen, but by the riſe of new Springs; what a noble Pro- 
+  Jpect does this afford of the Increaſe of Virtue and Re- 
' ligion among us, to have ſo many Perſons daily added 

to the Church of God, by being put into the right Wa 


* 


5 of Salvation 2 What a Pleaſure would it be to thoſe 


Holy Perſons, who are now very Fealous for the Lord 
God of Hoſts, at a time when it ſeems to them, that a 
Men are gone aſt ray and have forſakenthe Covenant of God, 
and that they only are left to ſupport his true Worſhip : 
What a Pleaſure, I ſay, would it be to ſuch as tcheſe 
to behold at once, more than ſeven thouſand that have 
not bowed their Knees unto Baal; that have not pollu- 
ted themſelves with the wicked Principles and vicious 
Cuſtoms of the preſent Age ? | | 
| But this is the narroweſt View we can take of the 
x / Deſign. For theſe Schools are nor like che Popiſh Mo- 
14 1 ar afteries, and other Places of religious Retirement; 
ror, han” thoſe ſtanding Pools of Charity, which, if they do not 
„„ / ſtink and grow corrupt, yer, being pent up within nar- 
ods ys row Bounds, carry no Refreſhment or Ftuitfulneſs to 


Which are always running, and diſperſing themſelves _ 
into different Channels, and by that Means, commu- 
nicating their Virtues to all the dry and barren Parts 


, /-+ 4 of the Land. 


The Children chat are here educared, will afrerwards 
be diſtributed into many Families; they will be entred 
into ſeveral publick Socieries, and by reaſon of their 
various Imployments, and rhe different Succeſs that 
may attend their Labours, they will come, in time, to 


- 


[ xx ] 


mix in moſt of the Buſineſs and Converlation of the 1 
World; and conſequently, they will have mauy Op- 


tunities of giving publick Proofs of their virtuous Be- 
viour, honeſt and upright Dealing, and religious Diſ- 
poſition towards God 5 which Means, as it may rea- 
 ſonably be hoped, many of thoſe, who ſee their good 
Works, will not only glorifie their Heavenly Father, bur 
will be ſtirred up to imitate their good Example, by 
endeavouring to bring forth Fruit of the ſame kind. 
Many likewiſe will be apt ro enquire, whence theſe 
Perſons had all their Knowledge and Virtue ; and 
when they had traced them to their true Source, they 
will, in all likelyhood, be diſpoſed ro incourage ſuch. 


a Way of Education as hath produced fo many faithful 


Servants, honeſt Traders, uſeful Subjects of rhe State, 
and fincere Members of God's Church. 

Nor will the Influence of this Charity ſtop here. 
"Theſe poor Children will, many of them, hereafrer 


be placed at the Head of diſtinct Families: And then 
the juſt Senſe they have of the Advantages of their 


on Education, will engage them to breed up their 
Children and Servants, and all ſuch to whom their Ad- 


_ Application of Perſons ro Labour. And if God 
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Thus doth their Light ſhine before Men; and as none 


of it is hid under a Buſhel, whi e they live; fo neither 
is it all extinguiſned when they die: But their Piety 
and good Works ſnall ſurvive them, not only in the 
Memory of Men, but in a righteous Peſterity, who ſhall 
#pprove their Sayings, and follow their Examples, and 


.celiver them both down to their Childrens Children. 
But to take the Dimenſions of this Charity another 
Way: As the Number of Children which partake of 


ir is very great, ſo is likewiſe thoſe of the Contribut 


that rho 


ors, 
who TRY arid feed ir. And how can it be ſuppoſed | 


who ſo far approve the Deſign, as to give 


Hrgely towards the Inſtruction of other Peoples Chil- 


dren, ſhould be leſs ſollicitous for the Education of 


their own ? Y ; 5 


They will be often enquiring how their well-meant 
Bounty hath been employ'd, and what Fruits it hath 
froduced 2 They will be pleaſed to fee Plants of their 


-own fercing and watering, thrive and flouriſh : This 
will affect their Minds continually with a deep. Senſe 


of the great Advantages which attend a Religious E- 
ducation; and will excite them to take Care that their 


own Children a: e nor worſe it ſtructed and worſe diſ- 


peſed than the Children of the Poor. e 
And who can be more proper and effectual Ad vo- 


cares for this Charity; who are more like to uſe theit 


utmoſt Indeavouts to raiſe up new Benefactors, than 


thoſe, who, by contributing chemſelves, have had the 
beſt Opportunities of obſerving how wiſely the whole 


Detiga is conducted, and what mighty Succeſs hath 
already attended it ? 8 | 8 


| A 
Neither is it improper here to mention the Number 


of thoſe who are not only creditably maintain d, but 
uſefully impicyed in the ſeveral Parts of Iuſtruction ne- 


ceſſary for theſe Children; a conſtant Succeſſion of 


Perfons well. inclined and well qualified to educate 
Vouth, being a Bleſſing of invaluable Conlequence 
-bort to Church and State. 8 — 
Thus does it appear how far the Influence of this 
Charity is like to reach, if we take a view only of 


thoſe M ho are immediately concern'd in it. Let us in 


the next Place conſider, in what Manner thoſe who 


look on may probably be affected with irt. 
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ſtian Knowledge this way, muſt needs excite the Cu- 


F ' 
Now the publick Proceffions of theſe Children, with 
all rhe other Metheds made uſe of by thoſe who are 


chiefly intruſted with the Care of Propagating Chri- 


rioſity of all ſorts of Perſons; and there are very few, 
J believe, ſo loſt to all Senſe of Goodneſs, as not to be 
pleaſed with ſuch an unaffected Appearance of Religi- 
on as This: Several may be induced from hence to 
entertain more ſerious Thoughts of God and Religion 
than they had before; and whoever is ready to diſtri- 


bute, or willing to communicate, will hardly be able to 


paſs by ſo proper an Occaſion of doing Good. 


It was the Saying of a Learned Heathen, Thar IF 


Virtue ceuld be rendred viſible, it would attract the Eyes 
and charm the Minds of all Beholders, The neareſt I. 
mages we now: have of it, are ſome Examples of Per. 
ſons eminent for virtuous and worthy Actions; but 


theſe being few and rare, and the beſt of them tarniſh» 


ed with a Mixture of Vice and Paſſion, cannot ſtrike the 
Mind ſo forcibly, as ſuch an united Combination of 


| Children, all in their native Innocence and Simplici- 


: 9. advancing on together in the Ways of Piety and 


irtue, and hke a regular well · diſciplin d Army, per- 
forming all the Duties of the ſpiritual Warfare, with 


exact Order and Obedience. And a mere ſenſible, more 


* 


beautiful Repre ſentation of our moſt Holy Religion, 
there cannot well be, excepting only the Armies which 
are in Heaven, that follow the Lamb upon white Horſes, 
clothed in fine Linen, white and clean, © > 
But the Charity Jam now recommending, doth not 
confilt in She and Appearance only; for the more 
nearly we look into it, and the ſtricter Account we 
take of the Whole Proceſs of this Affair, the more we 
ſtall. be convinced, thar, of all the Ways of Exerciſing 
that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, this is certainly the 
trueſt and moſt unexceptionable, both as to the End 


aimed at, and the Methods taken to compaſs it. 


- © For herein can we employ our ſelves more to the 


Advantage of our poor Brethren, than by Inſtructing 


them in fuch Things as belong to their Peace aud Salva 
tion ; by providing Food: and Raiment convenient fert 


"them and by fitting them for honeſt Callings and Em. 
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Thing which is goed, that ſo they may be able to ſup- 
port themſelves and their Families, and may have to 
ve ta him that needeth >. And when can we ſhew this 
Kindneſs to them more properly, than at a time when 
they are leaſt able to take this Care of rhemſelves ; 
when they are beſt diſpoſed to receive Benefit from the 
Aſſiſtance of others; and when all our Endeavouis 
of chis kind are like to be attended with the greateſt 
Succeſs? To which I may add, that nothing can contri- 
bute more to render every Branch and Part of this Cha- 
rity effectual, than the carrying them all on together 
at the ſame time, with equal Care and Application. 
And that the whole Work is thus duly and carefully 
managed, we have ſufficient reaſon to be farisfied from 
hence: That whatever is given towards it is freely be- 
ſtowed by every one whoſe Heart ſtirred him up, and e- 
very one whom his Spirit made willing: That there are 
no other Managers but what are likewiſe Contribu- 
tors; and that the Benefactors are always living to take 
Care of their own Charity, and to fee it juſtly and 
— ind on. | : 
What may we not then expect from a Charity of 
this Nature, which in ſo ſhort a Time, and in an Age 
Which ſeemed ſo indiſpoſed to good Works, hath gain- 
ed ſo much Ground ? And who will undertake to ſet 
Bounds to the Progreſs of Religion from theſe bleſſed. 
Beginnings? 1 7 
There are (as it appears rome) many promiſing Signs 
and Tokens of a new Face of Things coming on in the 
World; and Chriſtianity ſeems to be revivingagain by 
the ſame Steps and Methods by which it was firſt pub- 
liſhed. For the Kingdom of Chriſt does now, as it did 
then, chiefly conſiſt of Children; and out of the Mouths 
f Babes and Sucklings hath God again ordained Strength, 
It was then one of the chief Marks of Chriſt's being the 
true Meſſias, That the poor had the Goſpel preached unto 
them: And there are thoſe, we ſee, who even now think 
it the beſt Way of approving rhemſelves true Diſciples 
of Chriſt, by Inſtructing the Children of the Poor, and 
removing as well the Spiritual as the Corporal Wants 
under which they labour. Chriſt came, not only to give 
Knowledge of Salvation to his own People, but Light alſo 
ro all them that fit in Darkneſs and in the 9 5 4 
CW . 


4 


5 BO]: 3 

Death, And we hope God will in like manner bleſs 

the Endeavours that are now uſed ro "5, ws the 
e 


Chriſtian Religion in Foreign Parts as well as here at 
home; to enlighten the Heathen, and carry them the 

lad Tydings of the Goſpel, as well as to Inſtruct and 
Seform ſuch as are called by the Name of Chriſt. And 


ſome Hopes we may conceive, that a general Reforma- 


tion is really going forward, and will, in God's good 


Timè, have irs due Effect; chat the Devil ſeems to be 


let looſe again, and to be come down among us in great 
MWatb, as before in our Saviour's Time; tho, God be 
thanked, he never had weaker Inſtruments to carry 
on his Work: The preſent Enemies of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel being Men of the worſt Characters and meaneſt 


Talents that ever undertook to ſupport fo Defenceleſs 


a Cauſe. The ſubtleſt and moſt powerful Adverfary 


that Chriſtianity ever had, was He who uſed his ur- 


moſt Efforts to hinder Children from being Inſtructed 
in the Principles of that Religion: Bur the fame God 
who diſappointed thar Device in the former Ages of 
the Goſpel, when it was moſt likely ro ſucceed, having 


now alſo been pleaſed to proſper the contrary Coun- 


ſels which are taken for advancing the Kingdom of his 
Son; we have good reaſon to hope and believe, that the 
Church which ſhall be built upon theſe new Foundati- 
ſhall never be able to prevail againſt it. 

And now having laid before you this true, rho* ſhorr 


ons, ſhall be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that the Gates of Hell 


Account of the Nature and Extent of the Charity, there 


will be no occaſion for other Arguments to excite and 


encourage Perlons to join together in Keen. . 


Work ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, ſo univerſally approved 
by Men, and ſo mightily bleſſed by God with Succeſs. 
There are very few, I believe, to be found ſo intent 


upon the preſent Enjoyments of Life, as not to have 


ſome regard for Poſterity; and very few there are ei- 
ther ſo ignorant or ſo profligate themſelves, as not to 
deſire to have their Children well improv'd, both in 
Knowledge and Virtue: And therefore, ſince the only 


Perſons that can be ſuppoſed either to diſſike or obſtruct 
this Deſign, are ſuch as have no Concern at all for Po- 
terity, and no regard for Religion: It is to be hoped, 
chat the Generality of all ſorts of People, even 3 
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. that are impatient of Inſtruction and Reformiri 
Dae” themſelves, will, according to their ſeveral Opportu- 
nities and Abilities, cheatfully and generouſly contri- 
55 | bute, what in them hes, ro make the next Generation 
wiſer, and more virtuous than this. 
| All that I ſhall add further upon this Subject is, char 
this leems to be in divers reſpects, the moſt favour- 
able Seaſon we can have for carrying on ſuch a Work. 
For wien can it be more likely ro thrive, than in the 
1 Reign of a QUEEN, who is ſo bright an Example of 
3 Piety and Guocnels Her ſelf; ſo avowed a Promoter 
7} Bs | of all Defigns of this Nature; and who hath ſo Bun- 
8 tifully comribured to che Maintenance of the poor La- 
* 'bourers in God's Vineyard, in order to encourage them in 
I tie Work of the Lord? And when, after a ong War, 
3 | God ſhall be pleaſed, to g we us the Bleſſings of Peace 3 
How can we offer a more proper Peace- Offering fer a 
Thanksziving unto. the Lord, than by preſenting unto 
Him our Children, 4. living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
LYLE to the Lord? Which way can we make a better At. 
1 tonement to Go for the Sins which rhe Liberties of 
C War may have brœught in, than by uſing our ufmoſt 
. Endeavours to reſtore the Reverence and Obedience due 


1 


ti 


_ l do the Holy Laws of the Prince ¶ Peace, Chriſt Feſus 2 
118 | And when can we have more Leiſure, or more Ability 

ref Tot ro build up cur felues and cur Families to an Holy Temple, 
1 +4 in the Lord, than when God hath given us Reſt on every 


3 838 fide, ſo that there is neither Advetſary nor evil Occurrent? 
| May God be pleaſed ro ſtrengthen the Hands, and en- 
creaſe the Zeal of ſuch as labour in any of thoſe. good 
Works, which tend to the Advancement of his Glory. 
And may he ever. more defend and protect his Church, 
ſo that the Boar. out of the H/cod may not waſt it, nor tbe 
will Beaſt of the Field devour it. Bebold,OLord, and uiſit 
this Vine, which thy Rigbt-Hand hat h planted; prepare 
room for it, and. cauſe it to take deep Ront, that it may fill, 
the Land; that ebe Hills may be caver d with the Shadow, 
of it, and the Beug bi thereof may be lile the goodly Cedars; 
+»... #hat ſhe may ſend. cut her Baug his unto the Sea, and; her 
Branches unto the River. Ler thy, Hand more eſpecially 
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ſupport ehe Branch which thou haſt made ſtrong fon thy, |. 
A. And ler theſe; tender Plants grow up vefare Thee. 
Then ſhall we declare the Name of the Lord in dien, and 5 


u Praiſe in Feruſeln. FINIS. 
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